What Some of Virginia\u27s Women are Doing by Potts, Loudelle
128 THE VIRGINIA TEACHER [Vol. II, No. 5 
school term Is a stronger argument for a nine 
month's elementary term. Of course, in some 
sections the term may be shortened because 
students are needed on the farm, but In these 
cases proper adjustment will be made. The 
main idea of the State Board is to establish just as good school terms for the rural schools 
as for those of any other type. In some cases 
the term may be fixed at nine months, with 
part time school work in early fall and late 
spring. In order that the larger boys and 
girls may have a chance to go to school and 
help on the farm at the same season. 
For each one-room school which meets the 
standards set up by the State Board the Board 
will appropriate $150.00 in addition to the 
regular state funds. For the two-room school 
the appropriation is $225.00, and for the 
three-room school or more the added appro- 
priation is $300.00. These sums represent an 
actual bonus in addition to the State funds 
distributed on the per capita basis. 
It is the sincere hope of the Board of Edu- 
cation that the people in the rural sections of 
the state will commence to think in terms 
of properly equipped and properly maintained 
rural schools. Education can not adequately 
serve the people of the Commonwealth unless 
the standards long since accepted in our 
cities are applied with equal force to rural 
conditions. 
Rachel E. Gregg 
II 
WHAT SOME OF VIRGINIA'S 
WOMEN ARE DOING 
[In the first portion of this account of the 
various pieces of work being done by some of 
Virginia's women, attention was directed to 
suffrage work centering about Mrs. B. B. 
Valentine, social service work directed by Mrs. 
Kate W. Barrett, health work by Dr. Mary 
Brydon and others, and school league work 
under the leadership of Mrs. Beverley B. 
Munford. 
In the concluding instalment three more 
movements are discussed, and in each of them 
a Virginia woman has taken a leading part. 
The Bureau of Vocations has been organized 
and directed by Dr. Orie L. Hatcher; agricul- 
tural and home economics club work owes a 
great deal to Miss Hallie Hughes, one of its 
pioneers; and the prohibition movement in 
Virginia has had as one of its leaders the 
president of the Virginia W. C. T. U., Mrs. 
Howard M. Hoge—Editorial Note.] 
THE BUREAU OF VOCATIONS 
Dr. Orie L. Hatcher, of Richmond, who 
is now head of the Bureau of Vocations 
there, is a graduate of Vassar, and after 
teaching in Richmond, went to the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, where she took here Ph. D. 
For many years she was head of the depart- 
ment of English at the most scholarly insti- 
tution for women in America, Bryn Mawr 
College. "Altho retaining a semi-official 
connection with that instituton, she sacrificed 
the academic atmosphere to which she had 
been accustomed for so many years, gave up 
her position and fine salary to come back to 
Richmond and do a work which touches hu- 
manity more closely than classroom work 
perhaps can," says Miss Elizabeth Cleve- 
land of her. 
She is head of a unique institution, the 
Bureau of Vocation of Virginia, which was 
founded six years ago in Richmond, under 
her inspiration. This institution exerts a 
strong educational influence. It inspires 
women first, to the best general education 
possible, then to adequate special training in 
some one field of work wisely chosen. 
In the past, women felt there was only 
one vocation they could make theirs—teach- 
ing. Today many people are going out of 
the teaching profession for various reasons. 
Dr. Hatcher is making a survey to find the 
direct cause of this condition and is not only 
alert to remedy it, making the teaching pro- 
fession more attractive through its many 
needed changes, but she is having opened up 
to women many other vocations. Because of 
this survey, requests have been made by wo- 
men all over the state concerning vocations 
which they might make theirs. The bureau 
is furnishing them this information. It is 
being done through a series of lectures given 
in colleges, high schools, business schools and 
clubs throughout the state. Educational 
conferences are held and personal letters are 
written to solve individual problems. It is 
working along with other educational forces 
to raise the general standards of education 
in Southern schools and colleges for women, 
and to increase opportunities for training. 
The Bureau of Vocations was influential 
in opening the School of Social Science and 
Public Health in Richmond, in opening the 
Medical College of Virginia to women, in 
opening V. P. I. to women, in providing for 
their admission to the bar, and in bringing 
about other such changes. "At present it is 
interested in obtaining scholarships and loans 
for girls needing financial help in securing 
an education. Every woman's college in 
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Virginia is represented in the list of scholar- 
ships placed within its award." 
"Dr. Hatcher's work has made itself felt 
in other parts of the United States. It is 
building up college education for women 
throughout the South," says Miss Mary 
Gammon. 
CLUB WORK 
There is no institute in the state that is 
doing more to socialize the home and com- 
munity than the Agriculture and Home 
Economics Clubs organized for boys and 
girls. They are conducted by the Virginia 
Agricultural and Mechanical College and 
Polytechnic Institute co-operating with the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 
The work supplements the various education- 
al agencies by giving practical work in which 
boys and girls learn their ability to perform 
various duties. They learn to do for them- 
selves and others; they gain practical sug- 
gestions in the care and improvement of the 
home. The tendency of the boys and girls 
to leave the country and go to the city for 
employment and entertainment has been more 
strongly combatted by the formation of clubs 
than by any other means. In them there 
exists a friendly competition which makes 
any phase of work more interesting. "Club 
work," says John R. Hutcheson, "has come 
to meet a long rural need. It helps the far- 
mer of today to make his farm more efficient 
and profitable; it stands for the fullest de- 
velopment of the four-fold life of the child, 
and it deals with the farmer and farm women 
of tomorrow, endeavoring to instil a vision 
of a richer and more satisfying rural life." 
The value derived from club work is 
manifold. It develops leadership, a spirit of 
co-operation, higher morals and ideals, habits 
of thrift, endeavor and enthusiasm; it stim- 
ulates local pride, making better communities 
by broadening and bettering the social life 
therein; and more sanitary principles of liv- 
ing are established. 
This type of club work in the United 
States was originated by Dr. Seamen A. 
Knapp, of the United States Department of 
Agriculture. Unfortunately, women's and 
girls' interests were neglected in the early 
organization. Not until 1910, when a 
conference of representatives of the forces 
at work for agricultural development in Vir- 
ginia was called by Governor Mann, was the 
organized club interest directed to women 
and girls. His vision was a well rounded 
rural community with all the people working 
for all the interests. Dr. Knapp took a defi- 
nite step when he organized the Girls' To- 
mato Clubs. From this plan of his has 
evolved the present Home Demonstration 
Work. 
Virginia was the pioneer state in this 
movement. Under Dr. Knapp's direction, 
Miss Ella G. Agnew started the work in 
Virginia in 1910. She was the first agent 
ever employed in the United States. Her 
services in this field were continued until 
1919 when she left Virginia to join the Na- 
tional Y. W. C. A. board in New York. 
Mrs. M. M. Davis succeeded Miss Agnew. 
Miss Agnew was also the first woman ever 
employed by the Department of Agriculture. 
Among the first agents employed in the 
United States were Miss Sadie Terry, Hali- 
fax County, and Miss Hallie Hughes, Notto- 
way County. Miss Hughes served as 
county agent in Nottoway and Loudoun 
Counties until the summer of 1917, when 
she was made Girls' Club Agent. 
There are a number of clubs to which 
girls may belong. Some are strictly for 
girls—canning, cooking, and sewing; the 
others are open to both girls and boys—gar- 
den, rabbit, poultry, pig, baby calf, dairy 
calf, bee, sheep, and beef. 
These clubs, all of which are under the 
supervision of Miss Hughes, train girls in 
the canning, preservation, and care of fruits 
and vegetables, the selection of foods, how 
to prepare cook, and serve them, the rela- 
tion between food, cleanliness, and health. 
They teach them how to make their own 
clothes, how to select materials wisely and to 
renovate old clothing. They create more 
interest in the home and garden, develop 
household economy, encourage the use of 
more fruits and vegetables in the diet, and 
encourage thrift by turning fruits and vege- 
tables into money. They also teach the se- 
lection of the best breeds and the proper care 
of poultry, pigs, calves, sheep, and bees. 
Club work develops all-round boys and 
girls. It teaches them to be practical and 
to see pleasure in work that used to be con- 
sidered a drudgery; it develops sociability, 
community spirit, and arouses ambition for 
a higher education. Through the club work 
of the girls, mothers are often brought into 
the work for home demonstration work. 
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According to the 1919 annual report, 
320,760 girls and women were touched in 
the state. $126,354.84 worth of fruits and 
vegetables were conserved by the women and 
girls in the thirty-four organized counties. 
$7)514-55 worth of butter and cottage 
cheese was made by them. $66,676.69 worth 
of poultry work was done by them. This 
shows that just from three clubs, viz, can- 
ning, dairy, and poultry, a total of $200,- 
546.07 was realized by the women and girls 
of Virginia. Does this not speak for itself? 
I wish that every boy and girl in Virgina of 
an eligible age—to to 18 years—might be- 
come a member of the Agriculture and Home 
Economics Club. The work is very fasci- 
nating. I was once a member of the pig 
club. Nothing gave me more pleasure than 
the care and feeding of "Major." He was 
such a cunning little fellow. The day I 
heard he was judged the finest pig in my 
district, I believe I fully realized just how 
much I did think of him. 
Besides the boys and girls clubs of the 
state there is another, yet in the days of its 
infancy; but because of its value , which may 
be readily seen by its rapid growth and wide 
support, it deserves a place here. It is the 
Business and Professional Women's Club. 
This club is under the management of Mrs. 
Geline M. Bowman who is president of the 
Virginia Federation, which is a part of the 
national organization. The organization is 
only eighteen months old, yet is a large and 
influential club. The work of Mrs. Bow- 
man covers the banking field in relation to 
women. It carries her into the industrial 
plants where she teaches women thrift, sav- 
ing and ultimately banking. The purpose 
of the club is to make the business and pro- 
fessional women of the state an organized 
body co-operating for improved interest and 
legislation. Since women have become self- 
supporting it is essential that they know the 
art of saving in order to provide for their 
future welfare. 
THE PROHIBITION MOVEMENT 
Mrs. Howard M. Hoge, now president 
of the W. C. T. U. of Virginia, is the super- 
intendent of that work throughout the state. 
She was in 1890 elected recording secretary 
of the Virginia W. C. T. U. and served in 
that Capacity till elected president in 1898, 
which office she has held since. At the time 
she was elected president there was in Vir- 
ginia a small membership. I have been un- 
able to get an accurate statement of member- 
ship during the first years, but in 1894 there 
were in Virginia 996 members on the roll. 
To show how the work has grown, there was 
at the end of the first decade of Mrs. Hoge's 
presidential term a state union supported by 
3,829 members. It was in that year, 1908, 
that counties began to organize and the "sil- 
ver jubilee" convention was held. Of all 
the years in the past history of the W. C. T. 
U. that year stands out as one of the most 
important, for it marks the beginning of defi- 
nite work for state wide prohibition. 
According to Mrs. Hoge's 1920 report, 
"a resolution was adopted declaring for defi- 
nite action toward securing state-wide pro- 
hibition and calling upon Christians of every 
denomination and all reform organizations to 
unite with the organization in petitioning the 
next legislature to pass a bill giving Virginia 
a prohibitory law." Petitions were printed 
and distributed to all the delegates for circu- 
lation throughout the state. With much 
agitation the movement was carried on, and 
in 1914, working with the Anti-Saloon 
League, they succeeded in abolishing the 
liquor traffic. 
Beginning in 1910 Mrs. Hoge spent 
each winter when the legislature was in ses- 
sion in Richmond, helping to work for legis- 
lation that would bring prohibition. The 
work of Mrs. Hoge did not slacken at the 
end of her campaign in 1914. She kept up 
the fight. One of the most tangible results 
of her work is the rapid growth of the or- 
ganization. At the twentieth anniversary of 
her leadership there was a membership of 
10,273 of which 8,275 were active members 
and the remainder honorary members. Two 
years later, 1920, the total membership was 
10,910 with an increase of 1,043 active mem- 
bers. Thus have the people of Virginia 
shown sympathy and given their support to 
the W. C. T. U. In addition to the work 
in the state she was in 1906 chosen national 
secretary of the W. C. T. U. 
Mrs. Faith T. Parrott, state superinten- 
dent and lecturer, says of Mrs. Hoge: 
"From the beginning Mrs. Hloge has 
made an earnest and continuous study of the 
W. C. T. U.; its past history, its present 
life, and possibilities and achievements of the 
future. Every department, every approach 
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to prohibition, the various ways of keeping 
it, are familiar to her. Therefore, with 
recognized executive ability of a high degree, 
with intense perseverence, with knowledge 
of her subject, with skill as a financier, it is 
not surprising Virginia's president should in 
1906 have been chosen a national officer. . . 
"As a Christian, a philanthropist, and 
one devoted to her home life, Mrs. Hoge 
ranks with Virginia's best." 
Many people are still doubting the value 
of our prohibition law, but statistics show 
that it has proven a success so far. 
1. During the second year of prohibition in 
Virginia, commitments to the Virginia 
penitentiary fell off one-half in compari- 
son with the previous year. 
2. The same year there was a decrease in 
the number of persons cared for by 
charitable and correctional institutes of 
25,218. 
3. Breweries everywhere are being converted 
into profitable business houses such as 
cold storage plants, bakeries, dairy 
houses, canning factories, all of which 
will be for the uplift rather than the 
degradation of man. 
4. During the first year of prohibition in 
Virginia, there was a decrease of 20,591 
arrests over the year prior to prohibition, 
for violation of law in cities only. Many 
jails are empty today. 
5. At the same time the increase in assets 
of all Virginia banks is reported to be 
$70,777,000 and in the same period de- 
posits increased $47,820,000. This cer- 
tainly refutes the dire prediction of hurt- 
ing business. 
6. Dr. Flecker, state registrar of vital 
statistics, reports 320 fewer deaths and 
234 more births in Virginia in 1917 than 
than in 1916. 
7. Good clothing, food, and fuel are in 
homes now that were poverty-stricken 
under the saloon regime. 
8. Men have more money to spend and 
more evenings at home to rest and to 
interest themselves in educational mat- 
ters. 
9. There is more happiness, less worry and 
more real home atmosphere existing in 




HELPS FOR THE TEACHING OF 
VIRGINIA HISTORY 
SEVENTH INSTALMENT 
PRESERVING AND ERECTING LANDMARKS 
In the April issue of The Virginia 
Teacher, under the heading, "Vitalizing 
and Visualizing Virginia History," it is sug- 
gested that a local project in research may 
now and then result in the publication of a 
booklet. If the community thinks enough of 
its history and the work of its children and 
their teachers to spend a hundred or two dol- 
lars for such a purpose, the returns will be 
large in civic interest and school spirit. Such 
a project may at this time be co-ordinated 
very helpfully with the plans and activities 
of the Virginia War History Commission. 
The headquarters of this organization are at 
the Capitol in Richmond, but there is a local 
commission in each county and each city of 
the state. 
It is urged, in reference to school pro- 
jects in local research, that "the cultivation of 
habits of accuracy and careful reasoning 
should be insisted upon from beginning to 
end." This can not be emphasized too 
strongly. Nothing is more baneful to real 
historical values than carelessness, prejudice, 
and jumping to hasty conclusions. The aim 
should always be, first, to ascertain the truth 
—not to prove a prejudice or to create false 
honors; second, to appreciate the truth as- 
certained and to place it at the disposal of 
all who may wish to profit by it. 
Therefore, in compiling materials from 
records, from files of newspapers, from oral 
tradition, or from whatever source, put down 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so far as it can be ascertained. Be 
accurate to the least word and the last let- 
ter. Not only so, but record in every in- 
stance the source of the statements made. If 
they are copied from a record in the county 
archives, append the name of the record, 
with the number of the volume and the num- 
ber of the page. If they are taken from an 
old newspaper, give the name thereof, the 
date, and the place of publication. If they 
are culled from a diary, tell who wrote the 
diary, where it was written (if possible), and 
the date of the entry of each particular item. 
